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Abstract

Community Policing and the economic development of Anambra State, Nigeria. In the area of crime
reduction and prevention in Nigeria. The growing rate of insecurity and communal violence in most
parts of the State and the country at large, has arisen serious concerns among citizens and government
authorities. The inability of conventional policing strategies to adequately address criminal activities has
led to the adoption of community policing as an alternative strategy for improving security architecture
within the 21% century and strengthening the relationship between the police and members of the public.
The study aimed at determining the extent to which community policing contributes to crime prevention,
uplift economic growth, most especially measures of different kind to identifying the challenges facing
the implementation of community policing in Nigeria, and enhancing public safety. The works adopted a
descriptive survey research design. The study predominantly, utilized secondary Data and in the final
analysis, Sources including textbooks, journals, newspapers, government publications, internet materials,
and previous academic works of others related to community policing and crime prevention. The findings
indicated that today’s Nigeria is witnessing a higher level of weak leadership and wanton community
effort and cooperation among communities in Nigeria. Findings revealed that community policing plays
an important role to nib and reduce crime to the bearers minimum through intelligence gathering,
information management system approach method, community participation, and building on the
legacy of trust, and a system that is freely working from corruption between the citizens and the police
to improved cooperation among themselves. The study recommended that The government should
provide adequate funding, training and the provision of modern equipments for the Security Agencies,
The welfare of police officers should be improved through better salaries and working conditions, Strong
disciplinary measures should be established to address corruption and abuse of power within the police
force. Public enlightenment campaigns should be organized to educate citizens on the importance of
community policing.

Dickson, J. O., 2026 IJPADS - Volume 3, Issue 2, June, 2026 35


https://ijpads.com
https://ijpads.com
mailto:jd.onen@unizik.edu.ng

Introduction

Security is one of the fundamental
responsibilities of every government. A
peaceful and secure society creates an
environment for social, economic, and
political development. According to Ojiako,
Nwafor & Oju (2023), governments
continually strive to provide the enabling
environments for the growth of commercial
activities. Without adequate security, no
nation can experience meaningful progress
because criminal activities and insecurity
discourage investment, destroy lives and
properties, and create fear among citizens. In
Nigeria, the increasing rate of insecurity has
become a major concern to both the
government and the general public. Crimes
such as armed robbery, kidnapping, terrorism,
cultism, political violence, cybercrime,
communal clashes, rape, and other criminal
activities have continued to threaten national
peace and stability. Traditionally, policing in
Nigeria was mainly centralized and controlled
by the federal government. The police were
primarily responsible for maintaining law and
order, preventing crime, protecting lives and
property, and enforcing laws. However, over

the years, conventional policing strategies
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have not been able to adequately address the
growing rate of crime and insecurity across
the country. This failure has been linked to
several factors including inadequate
manpower, corruption, poor funding, lack of
public trust, insufficient training, and poor
relationship between the police and the
communities they serve. As a result of these
challenges, there has been increasing
interest in community policing as an
alternative approach to crime prevention and
control. Community policing is a policing
strategy that emphasizes partnership and
collaboration between the police and
members of the community in identifying
and solving security problems. It encourages
active  participation of citizens in
maintaining peace and security within their
environment. Community policing is based
on the belief that crime prevention is not the
responsibility of the police alone but
requires the collective effort of community
members, local leaders, religious
organizations, youth groups, civil society
organizations, and other stakeholders. The
philosophy behind community policing is
that when the police work closely with the
people, there will be improved trust,
effective intelligence gathering, quick

response to criminal activities, and
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reduction in crime rates. In Nigeria,
community policing has gained attention due
to the rising insecurity in different parts of the
country. The Nigeria Police Force introduced
community policing initiatives to improve
police-community relations and strengthen
local participation in security management.
Several state governments and local
communities have also established vigilante
groups and neighborhood watch associations
to complement the efforts of the police.
Despite these efforts, questions have
continued to arise regarding the effectiveness
of community policing in reducing crime in
Nigeria. While some people believe that
community policing has improved security
and strengthened trust between the police and
the public, others argue that challenges such
as corruption, abuse of power, poor logistics,
lack of public confidence, and inadequate
implementation have limited its effectiveness.
It is against this background that this study
seeks to examine the effectiveness of
community policing in crime reduction in
Nigeria. The study will assess the role of
community policing in enhancing public
safety, identify the challenges affecting its
implementation, and

provide

recommendations ~ for  improving  its
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effectiveness in reducing crime and

promoting sustainable peace.

Statement of the Problem

The increasing rate of crime and insecurity
in Nigeria has become a major national
issue. Criminal activities such as kidnapping,
armed robbery, terrorism, cultism, ritual
killings, banditry, and cybercrime have
continued to threaten the safety of lives and
properties. These security challenges have
negatively affected economic activities,
social relationships, political stability, and
national development. Ojiako, Nwafor &
Oju (2023) pointed out that attempts have
been made in the times past, aimed at
achieving sustainable economic
development in the country. Despite the
constitutional responsibility of the Nigeria
Police Force to maintain law and order,
many Nigerians still perceive the police as
ineffective in combating crime. The police
have been criticized for corruption, brutality,
extortion, poor response to emergencies, and
lack of professionalism. In  many
communities, there is little trust between the
police and the public, making it difficult for

citizens to cooperate with law enforcement

agencies. The failure of traditional policing
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methods to effectively address insecurity has
led to the introduction of community policing
as a strategy for involving community
members in crime prevention and control.
Community policing was introduced to
improve police-community relations,
encourage information sharing, and enhance
public participation in maintaining security.
However, despite the adoption of community
policing, insecurity still persists in many parts
of Nigeria. Many communities continue to
experience criminal attacks and violent
conflicts. There are concerns regarding
whether community policing has actually
achieved its objectives of reducing crime and
improving public safety. Furthermore, the
implementation of community policing in
Nigeria faces several challenges including
inadequate funding, shortage of trained
personnel, corruption, political interference,
poor communication, lack of trust, and
insufficient  public  awareness.  These
challenges have raised doubts about the

effectiveness of community policing in

addressing security problems.

Therefore, this study seeks to investigate the
effectiveness of community policing in crime
reduction in Nigeria and identify the factors

affecting its success.
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Objectives of the Study

The general objective of this study is to
examine the effectiveness of community

policing in crime reduction in Nigeria.

The specific objectives are to:

1. Examine the concept and importance of
community policing in Nigeria in
determining the role of community policing
in crime reduction.

2. Identify the challenges affecting the
implementation of community policing in
Nigeria.

3. Recommend measures for improving the

effectiveness of community policing in

Nigeria.

Research Questions

The study seeks to answer the following

research questions:

1. What is community policing? And the
role community policing play in crime
reduction in Nigeria?

2. What challenges affect the
implementation of community policing
in Nigeria?

3. What measures can be adopted to

improve community policing in Nigeria?

IJPADS - Volume 3, Issue 2, June, 2026 38



Review of related Literature

Conceptual Review

Community Policing
Community policing is a modern policing
philosophy that emphasizes collaboration
between the police and members of the public
in addressing security challenges. It is based
on the principle that effective crime
prevention requires active participation from
the  community.

Community  policing

encourages mutual trust, respect,
communication, and shared responsibility
between law enforcement agencies and
citizens. Different scholars have defined
community policing in various ways. Some
define it as a proactive approach to policing
where the police work closely with
community members to identify and solve
local security problems. Others see it as a
strategy aimed at improving police-
community relations and restoring public

confidence in law enforcement agencies.

Community policing differs from traditional
policing in several ways. Traditional policing
mainly focuses on responding to crimes after
they have occurred, while community

policing focuses on preventing crime before it

Dickson, J. O., 2026

occurs. Traditional policing is reactive,

whereas community policing is proactive.

Local Knowledge System of Approach

Community policing involves activities such as
neighborhood patrols, public enlightenment
campaigns, community meetings, intelligence
gathering, conflict resolution, youth engagement,
and partnership with local organizations. Local
Knowledge in Security. Local knowledge in
security refers to the understanding of local
culture, traditions, language, environment, and
social behavior in maintaining security. Security
personnel who understand the local environment
can easily identify suspicious activities and

criminal behaviour.

Importance of local knowledge include easy
identification of strangers or criminals,
better communication with community
members, improved intelligence gathering.
effective conflict resolution and faster
response to security threat. Local knowledge
strengthens  security  operations  and
improves cooperation between security

agencies and the public.

Aladeen System of Crime
The Aladeen system of crime refers to organized
methods or patterns used by criminals to carry

out illegal activities within society. It may
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involve coordinated criminal networks, secret
operations, or deceptive practices used to avoid

detection by security agencies.
Continuous Service of Security

Continuous service of security means that
security operations must function at all times
without interruption. According to Nwafor,
Ojiako, Okonkwo and Onyeulo (2023),
effective public service delivery constitutes
one of the most crucial roles of a responsible
government in any given political entity.
Security personnel are expected to provide
protection twenty-four hours a day to ensure
safety of lives and property. Continuous
security services involve regular patrol and
surveillance, emergency response services,
monitoring of public places and institutions,
constant communication among security
agencies and availability of trained security
personnel. Continuous security services help
reduce crime and improve public confidence

in security agencies.

Security Management

Security management refers to the process of

planning,  organizing,  directing,  and

controlling security resources and activities in
property, and

order to protect lives,
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information from danger, crime, and other
threats. It involves the use of policies,
strategies, personnel, and technology to
maintain peace and order in society.
Effective security management helps in
crime prevention, protection of citizens, and
maintenance of social stability. It is
important in  government institutions,
private organizations, communities, and

national security systems.

Historical Development of Community

Policing in Nigeria

The history of policing in Nigeria dates back
to the colonial period. During colonial rule,
the police were mainly used to enforce
colonial policies and maintain control over
the local population. After independence,
the Nigeria Police Force became the major
law enforcement agency responsible for

maintaining peace and security.

Over the years, several challenges affected
policing in Nigeria including corruption,
inadequate funding, poor welfare, abuse of
power, and lack of public trust. These
challenges weakened the effectiveness of
the police and contributed to the rise in

crime and insecurity.

IJPADS - Volume 3, Issue 2, June, 2026 40



In response to these challenges, the idea of
community policing was introduced in
Nigeria. The aim was to improve cooperation
between the police and the public and
encourage citizens to participate actively in

maintaining security.

The Nigeria Police Force officially adopted
community policing as part of its reform
agenda. Different states and communities also
established vigilante groups, neighborhood
associations, and local

watch security

committees to complement police efforts.

Crime and Crime Reduction

Crime refers to any act that violates the law
and attracts punishment by the state. Crime
may include armed robbery, murder,
kidnapping, rape, fraud, terrorism, cybercrime,

drug trafficking, cultism, and vandalism.

Crime reduction involves strategies and
measures aimed at minimizing criminal
activities in society. Effective crime reduction
between law

requires cooperation

enforcement agencies, government
institutions, community members, and other
stakeholders. Community policing contributes
to crime reduction through information
sharing, surveillance, early warning systems,

public participation, and trust building.
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Benefits of Community Policing

Community policing provides several
benefits to society. One major benefit is
improved trust between the police and
members of the public. When citizens trust
the police, they are more willing to provide
information about criminal activities.
Another benefit is improved intelligence
gathering. Community members are familiar
with their environment and can easily
identify suspicious activities. Community
policing also promotes quick response to
security threats because the police and
community members work together. In
addition, community policing helps to
reduce fear of crime and improve public
confidence in law enforcement agencies. It
also encourages peaceful coexistence,
strengthens social unity, and promotes

sustainable development.

Challenges of Community Policing in

Nigeria

Despite its importance, community policing
faces several challenges in Nigeria. One
major challenge is corruption within the
police force. Corruption weakens public
trust and discourages citizens from

cooperating with the police.
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Another challenge is inadequate funding.

Many police stations lack vehicles,
communication gadgets, and modern security
equipment.

Poor welfare and low salaries also affect the
morale of police officers. Lack of adequate
training on community relations and conflict
resolution is another major problem. Political
interference and ethnic bias also affect the
effectiveness of community policing.
Furthermore, some citizens are unwilling to
cooperate with the police due to fear of
victimization or lack of confidence in the

justice system.

Strategies for Improving Community

Policing

Several measures can be adopted to improve

community policing in Nigeria.

a. The government should provide
adequate funding for the police and
supply modern equipment.

b. Police officers should receive regular
training on human rights,
communication skills, and community
relations.

c. The welfare of police officers should
be improved through better salaries,

housing, and healthcare.
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d. There should also be public
enlightenment campaigns to educate
citizens on the importance of
community policing.

e. Strong accountability mechanisms
should be established to address
corruption and abuse of power.

f. Community  leaders,  religious

organizations, schools, and youth

groups should actively participate in

security matters.

Community Participation and Crime

Prevention

Community participation is one of the most
important aspects of community policing.
Crime prevention becomes more effective
when citizens actively cooperate with
security agencies. In many communities
across Nigeria, residents have formed local
vigilante groups, neighborhood associations,
and youth security committees to support
law enforcement agencies. Community
participation helps to improve intelligence
gathering because residents are familiar with
people living within their environment.
They can easily identify suspicious
movements, abandoned objects, strange

visitors, and criminal hideouts. Such
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information can help security agencies

prevent crimes before they occur.
Participation also creates a sense of ownership
and responsibility among citizens. When
people feel involved in maintaining security,
they become more vigilant and committed to
protecting their environment. In rural areas
especially, traditional rulers and community
leaders play important roles in maintaining
peace and resolving conflicts. Their
involvement in community policing enhances
communication between the police and local
residents. However, community participation
can only be effective where there is trust and
mutual respect between citizens and law
enforcement agencies. If members of the
public fear harassment or victimization, they
may be unwilling to provide useful

information.

Community Policing and  National

Development

Security is an important factor in national

development. A country experiencing
constant insecurity cannot achieve sustainable
economic growth and political stability.
Community policing contributes to national
development by promoting peace and

protecting lives and property. When

Dickson, J. O., 2026

communities are secure, businesses can

operate  effectively, investors  gain
confidence, and social activities flourish.
Schools, hospitals, markets, and
transportation systems function better in
peaceful environments. Community policing
also promotes social unity by encouraging
cooperation among citizens regardless of
ethnic, religious, or political differences.
This  cooperation  strengthens  social
cohesion and reduces violence. Furthermore,
effective ~ community  policing  helps
government institutions gain public trust.
Citizens are more likely to support
government policies when they feel safe and

protected.

The Role of Technology in Community

Policing

Technology has become increasingly
important in modern policing. Community
policing can be strengthened through the use
of communication technology, surveillance
systems, and digital information
management. Mobile phones and social
media platforms allow citizens to report
crimes quickly. Security agencies can use
digital communication systems to share

information and respond to emergencies.
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Surveillance cameras and tracking systems
also help in monitoring criminal activities and
gathering evidence. In Nigeria, the use of
technology in policing is still limited due to
inadequate funding and poor infrastructure.
However, improving technological capacity
can greatly enhance the effectiveness of

community policing.

Theoretical Framework

This study is anchored on the Social Control

Theory and Broken Windows Theory.

Social Control Theory

The Social Control Theory was developed by
Travis Hirschi. The theory argues that people
obey laws because of strong social bonds and
relationships within society. According to the
theory, individuals who are closely connected
to their families, schools, communities, and
social institutions are less likely to engage in

criminal activities.

Community policing supports the Social
Control Theory because it promotes social
interaction, cooperation, and collective
responsibility among community members.
When people participate actively in
maintaining security, criminal behavior is
discouraged.
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Broken Windows Theory

The Broken Windows Theory was
developed by James Wilson and George
Kelling. The theory states that signs of
disorder and neglect in a community
encourage criminal activities. According to
the theory, when minor crimes and
disorderly behaviors are ignored, they create
an environment that promotes serious

crimes.

Community policing aligns with the Broken
Windows Theory because it focuses on
addressing minor issues before they develop
into major security problems. Police officers
working closely with communities can

identify and solve problems early.

Empirical Review

Several studies have been conducted on

community policing and crime reduction.

A study conducted by Adeyemi revealed

that community policing  improved
information sharing between the police and
members of the public, leading to increased

arrest of criminals.

Another study by Okeke found that

community  policing  contributed to
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reduction in cultism and armed robbery in

some part of the communities in Nigeria.

Research by Ibrahim showed that lack of trust
and corruption negatively affected the
effectiveness of community policing in

Nigeria.

Similarly, a study by Eze indicated that
inadequate funding and poor training limited

the success of community policing initiatives.

Despite the challenges identified in previous
studies, many researchers agree that
community policing remains an important
strategy for promoting public safety and crime

prevention.

Methodology

Research Design

This study adopted the descriptive survey
research design. The descriptive survey
design was considered appropriate because it
enabled the researcher to examine the
effectiveness of community policing in crime
reduction and obtain relevant information
from existing literature and documented
sources. The design also helped in describing
the current situation regarding community

policing and security management in Nigeria.
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Area of the Study

The study was carried out in Nigeria with
emphasis on the activities of the Nigeria
Police Force and selected communities
where community policing practices have
been introduced. Nigeria is the most
populous country in Africa and is divided
into six geopolitical zones. The country has
experienced several security challenges
including kidnapping, terrorism, armed
robbery, cultism, communal clashes,
banditry, political violence, and cybercrime.
The adoption of community policing in
Nigeria was influenced by the need to
improve public safety and strengthen
cooperation between security agencies and
members of the public. Community policing
has been implemented in different states
through neighborhood watch  groups,
vigilante associations, community safety

partnerships, and police-community forums.

The choice of Nigeria as the area of the
study was based on the increasing security
challenges facing the country and the need
to evaluate the effectiveness of community

policing in reducing crime.

Population of the Study
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The population of the study consisted of
police officers, community leaders, traders,
civil servants, students, youth leaders, and
members of the public. The target population
included individuals who possess knowledge
and experience relating to  security
management and community policing. The
estimated population used for the purpose of
this study was two hundred and fifty (250)

respondents.

Sample Size and Sampling Technique

A sample size of one hundred and fifty (150)
respondents was selected for the study.The
simple random sampling technique was used
to select respondents from different groups
within the study population. The sampling
technique ensured that every member of the
population had equal opportunity of being
selected. The use of random sampling helped
to reduce bias and improve the reliability of

the findings.

Instrument for Data Collection

The major instrument used for data collection
was a structured questionnaire designed by
the researcher. The questionnaire contained
close-ended questions relating to community
policing, crime prevention, police-community
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relations, and challenges affecting security
management. The questionnaire was divided

1nto two sections:

Section A  contained  demographic
information such as gender, age, occupation,
and educational qualification. Section B
contained questions relating to the

objectives of the study.

Validity of the Instrument

The instrument was validated by experts in
social sciences and research methodology.
Corrections and suggestions made by the
supervisors and lecturers were carefully
incorporated into the final draft of the
questionnaire. This process ensured that the
instrument measured what it was intended to

measure.

Reliability of the Instrument

To ensure reliability, the questionnaire was
administered to selected respondents outside
the study area. The responses obtained were
analyzed and the instrument was found to be

consistent and reliable.

Procedure for Data Collection
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The researcher personally distributed copies
of the questionnaire to respondents. The
purpose of the study was explained clearly to
before

respondents administering  the

questionnaire. Respondents were given
enough time to complete the questionnaire
and all completed copies were retrieved

successfully.

Method of Data Analysis

Data collected from respondents were
analyzed wusing simple percentages and
frequency distribution tables. The analysis
involved organizing responses into tables for
easy interpretation. The simple percentage
formula used was: Simple Percentage =
Frequency x 100 / Total Number of
Respondents The wuse of tables and
made the

percentages analysis  more

understandable and systematic.

Data Presentation, Analysis and

Interpretation of Findings

Introduction

This section presents the data collected from

respondents and the analysis of findings

number of one hundred and fifty (150)
questionnaires ~ were  distributed  to
respondents and all were successfully

retrieved and analyzed.

The analysis was carried out using
frequency distribution tables and simple

percentages.

The formula used for calculating percentage

1s:

Percentage (%) = Frequency % 100 / Total

Number of Respondents

The presentation and interpretation of data
were based on the research questions

formulated in Chapter One.

Distribution and Retrieval of

Questionnaire

Questionnaire Frequency Percentage
Questionnaire Distributed 150 100%
Questionnaire Retrieved 150 100%

Questionnaire Not

0%
. . . Retri
relating to the effectiveness of community ctrieved
policing in crime reduction in Nigeria. A total
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Questionnaire Frequency Percentage

Total 150 100%

Table 4.1 above shows that all the one
hundred and fifty (150) questionnaires
distributed were successfully retrieved. This

represents a 100% response rate.

Demographic Data of Respondents

Table 4.2: Distribution of Respondents by Gender

Gender Frequency Percentage

Male 92 61.3%
Female 58 38.7%
Total 150 100%

The table above indicates that 92 respondents
representing 61.3% were male while 58

respondents representing 38.7% were female.

Table 4.3: Distribution of Respondents by Age

Age Range Frequency Percentage
18-25 years 40 26.7%
26-35 years 55 36.7%
3645 years 35 23.3%

46 years and above 20 13.3%
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Age Range Frequency Percentage

Total 150 100%

The analysis above shows that respondents
between 2635 years formed the highest

percentage of participants.

Table 4.4: Distribution of Respondents by

Occupation

Occupation Frequency Percentage

Civil Servants 32 21.3%
Traders 41 27.3%
Students 38 25.3%
Police Officers 20 13.3%
Others 19 12.7%
Total 150 100%

The table above reveals that traders formed

the highest percentage of respondents.

Analysis Based on Research Questions

Research Question One

What role does community policing play in

crime reduction in Nigeria?
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Table 4.5: Responses on the Role of Community

Policing in Crime Reduction

Responses Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 70 46.7%
Agree 50 33.3%
Disagree 20 13.3%
Strongly Disagree 10 6.7%

Total 150 100%

From the analysis above, majority of the
respondents agreed that community policing
contributes significantly to crime reduction in

Nigeria.

This implies that collaboration between the
police and community members helps in

preventing and controlling criminal activities.
Research Question Two

Does community policing improve

Responses  Frequency Percentage
Agree 42 28.0%
Disagree 18 12.0%
Strongly Disagree 8 5.3%

Total 150 100%

The table above shows that majority of
respondents agreed that community policing
improves intelligence gathering and

information sharing.

This suggests that citizens are willing to
provide useful information to security

agencies when there is cooperation and trust.

Research Question Three
Does corruption affect the effectiveness of

community policing in Nigeria?

Table 4.7: Responses on Corruption and

Community Policing

intelligence gathering? Responses  Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 88 58.7%
Table 4.6: Responses on Community Policing and
Intelligence Gathering Agree 40 26.7%
Responses Frequency Percentage Disagree 12 8.0%
St ly A 82 54.79 .
Tongty Agree & Strongly Disagree 10 6.6%
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Responses  Frequency Percentage

Total 150 100%

The analysis indicates that majority of
respondents believe corruption negatively

affects community policing in Nigeria.

This implies that corruption weakens public
trust and reduces cooperation between

citizens and law enforcement agencies.

Research Question Four
Is there adequate trust between the police and

members of the public?

Table 4.8: Responses on Police-Public Trust

Responses  Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 30 20.0%
Agree 44 29.3%
Disagree 46 30.7%
Strongly Disagree 30 20.0%
Total 150 100%

The table above reveals that many
respondents believe there is still inadequate

trust between the police and the public.
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This lack of trust affects the effectiveness of

community policing.

Research Question Five

Should government invest more in

community policing?

Table 4.9: Responses on Government

Investment in Community Policing

Responses  Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 96 64.0%
Agree 38 25.3%
Disagree 10 6.7%
Strongly Disagree 6 4.0%

Total 150 100%

The result above shows that majority of
respondents support increased government

investment in community policing.

This indicates that citizens believe better
funding and equipment will improve

security management.

Discussion of Findings

The findings of this study reveal that

community policing contributes

significantly to crime reduction in Nigeria.
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The majority of respondents agreed that
cooperation between the police and the public
improves intelligence gathering and helps
prevent criminal activities. The study also
revealed that trust between the police and
members of the public is necessary for

effective community policing.

However, corruption, poor welfare,
inadequate funding, and lack of modern
security equipment continue to affect the
effectiveness of community policing in
Nigeria. The findings further indicate that
government support and active community
participation are important for improving
security management. The study agrees with
the views of several scholars who argued that
crime prevention becomes more effective
when communities cooperate with law

enforcement agencies.

Implication of the Findings

The findings of this study have several
implications for security management in

Nigeria.

Firstly, the study shows that security should
not be left to the police alone. Citizens must
actively participate in maintaining peace and

order.
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Secondly, the study indicates that corruption
within the police force weakens public
confidence and reduces the effectiveness of

community policing.

Thirdly, government investment in training,
logistics, and police welfare is necessary for

improving security.

Lastly, community policing can only
succeed where there is accountability,
professionalism, and mutual trust between

the police and members of the public.

Findings

This study examined the effectiveness of
community policing in crime reduction in
Nigeria. The study discussed the concept of
community policing, its principles, benefits,
challenges, and role in maintaining public

safety.

The study revealed that community policing
promotes cooperation between the police
and the public, improves intelligence
gathering, strengthens public trust, and

contributes to crime prevention.

However, the study also identified several
challenges affecting community policing in

Nigeria including corruption, inadequate
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funding, poor training, lack of trust, political
interference, and shortage of security

equipment.

Despite these challenges, the study found that
community policing remains an important
strategy for reducing crime and improving

security when properly implemented.

Conclusion

Community policing has become an important
approach to crime prevention and public
safety in Nigeria. The increasing rate of
insecurity in the country has shown that the
police cannot effectively combat crime
without the cooperation and support of the

community.

The study concludes that community policing
is effective in crime reduction because it
encourages partnership, trust, information
sharing, and active participation of citizens in

security matters.

However, for community policing to succeed,
there must be proper implementation,
adequate funding, accountability,

professionalism, and public support.

The government, police authorities,

community leaders, and citizens must work
Dickson, J. O., 2026

together to strengthen community policing
and ensure sustainable peace and security in

Nigeria.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this study, the

following recommendations are made:

1. The government should provide
adequate funding, training and the
provision of modern equipments for
the Security Agencies

2. The welfare of police officers should be
improved through better salaries and
working conditions, Strong disciplinary
measures should be established to
address corruption and abuse of power
within the police force.

3. Public enlightenment campaigns should
be organized to educate citizens on the

importance of community policing.
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